PAGE2 | NEW STRAITS TIMES

people. " ke

R -
\‘&-

»

“My foctitis on mal
sogeon?s!pfe“b

gﬂﬁm Ganesit e

SATURDAY DECEMBER 31, 2016

£

e 4 A j'"‘
N " INGENIOUS

TIO!

A young inventor is driven to develop devices to help the
blind and those who are autistic, writes Aneeta Sundararaj

S

OUNG RaghavGanesh breezes

into the room and folds his

lanky frame into acomfortable

chair. At ease from having

given many interviews in a
distinct American accent, this young
inventor starts by sharing his love of
reading comics.

Rattling off the names of the common
ones, he then hones in on his favourite
from Hindu mythology. It’s about Birbal,
the legendary advisor of Emperor Akbar.

The story goes: One day, a man
presents three sculptures and Akbar
asks his courtiers to rate them. They
all say that the sculptures are identical.
Birbal, however, says that in the first, a
wire comes out of one ear. In the second,
it comes out of the mouth. In the third,
which Birbal decides is the best, the wire
remains inside. It is, he says, a metaphor
— a secret, like that embedded wire,
should never be revealed.

Keen to follow the moral of the story,
Raghav says: “If ('m told) a secret, I'll try
to internalise it.”

Raghav delivered his keynote speech
at the YoungChangemakers Summit2016
in Kuala Lumpur. This summit was held
in conjunction with Universal Children’s
Day, which is celebrated on Nov 20. Held
at Pusat Kreatif Kanak-Kanak Tuanku

—Bainun, 300 children from seven schools
attended this summit.

TAKING THINGS APART

He admits that he has always been
curious about things ever since he was
a child. “I like to take things apart,” he
confides, grinning, before adding: “And
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