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Wong says there’s no right or wrong in
painting a wall.

of sorts, it doesn’t always have to involve

hacking a wall or building a new structure.
In fact, it can be something as simple as a new
coat of paint.

“It doesn’t have to be expensive. We can
do this for under RM300,” says Wong Meng
Lee, 36, senior manager at Nippon Paint as
she introduces a new trend that “goes beyond
colour special effects paint” — the Nippon
Momento Enhancer Series. This is a semi-

IF you know your home needs a makeover

- - transparent textured paint that transforms

the walls of your home without changing the
existing wall colour.

Wong, who calls herself a colour consult-
ant, says that most people no longer paint their
walls a functional white. Many understand
what she calls the psychology of colour.

For instance, you should use orange for your
living room as it promotes communication in
the family. Red, of course, is the colour of pas-
sion as it’s warm and inviting. Yellow, by virtue
of being a happy, cheerful colour, should be
used in the dining room. Green is a relaxing
colour and Wong suggests it be used in the
study while purple promotes healing,

“Blue,” she says finally, “is not a colour for a
kitchen as it suppresses the appetite.”

RESPECTING CHOICES

The “story” of how to go aboutthe task of paint-
ing the wall has evolved, insists this mother-
of-one. “When I was achild,” shares Wong, “my
parents made me and my younger sister paint
one wall in our house. It was white, but the les-
son my parents taught us was that whatever we
started, we had to finish. Today, parents are
unlikely to tell their children what colour to
paint their walls. Many families will sit down
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Note the momento enhancer on wall of family bedroom.

Tifanny blue room.

together and discuss colours for individual
spaces. Parents today have to respect their
children’s choices and children today are able
to say what they want.”

For example, in one project, the teenager
wanted a particular colour for her room —
Tiffany Blue. “The room was very small. So,
to please the girl, we painted the wall behind
the headboard using this colour and, to make
the room appear larger, corresponding walls
were painted a much lighter shade of blue. We
repainted the frame of her mirror and changed
her set of drawers. All the other furniture
stayed the same. Since she liked to express her-
self with art, we added Satin Glo to the finished
wall and she’s very happy.”

SUBTLE TRANSFORMATION
What if you’ve recently painted the walls and
don’t want to spend too much money refur-

Man hut (before).

bishing it?This is where the Nippon Momento
Enhancer Series comes into the picture.

“Let’s take this ‘man hut’ (bachelor pad) as
an example,” says Wong,. “See how the walls are
grey and just one colour before we repainted
it? Well, we painted over the walls and the ceil-
ings with Momento Enhancer and were able to
transform the room from something plain into
something more interesting.”

Taking out the Nippon colour album, Wong
turns to a page with an intense pink. She says:
“This colour is always associated with a little
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Family bedroom (before).

girl’s room. But there are many women who
like this colour. Instead of keeping the walls in
just one shade, use one of the transparencies
from the Momento Series to enhance the wall
with a snow frost motif. That way, the room
won't look so girly.”

PAINT WITH FINGERS

What if your favourite colour is fuchsia, but
you're apprehensive about how your space is
going to look? Wong has a ready answer. It is
no longer the case of painting the walls, hating
the result and having to repaint. As Wong dem-
onstrates, all you need now is a smartphone.
She whips hers out, takes a photo of the cafe
we’re in and activates the Nippon Paint Colour
Creations App (free from iTunes and Google
Play Store).

“This app allows you to apply Nippon Paint
colours directly to an image. So, you can paint
the walls with your finger. We have unlimited
colours, schemes and palettes,” she says as
she demonstrates how it’s done. She fills one
wall on the image she’s taken of the cafe with
fuchsia paint and shows me what the new room
with one newly-painted wall may look like.

“It’ll not be 100 per cent, but it’s close enough
for you to know what to expect.”

Insisting that there is no right or wrong
when it comes to painting a wall, Wong sees
the entire activity of refurbishing a home as
an opportunity for the family to bond. “Many
women are homemakers. They love to make
their homes a conducive one. What we have
observed is that many of the women will
initiate the refurbishments. They will do all
the planning and research that go into home
improvement. The children now have a say.
Then, it’s the men who will go to the hardware
store and buy the paint.“

Smiling she concludes: “One thing we're
seeing more and more now is that the women
will also do the painting. They are painting
their own walls and choosing some very inter-
esting colours. As long as the homeowner likes
the colour, is happy, comfortable and relaxed
in the space, it doesn’t matter what others
think.”

So go ahead — if it pleases you, paint your
walls lime green with magenta stripes and
turquoise spots. You can even enhance it with
snow frost.
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