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Where

kids
rule

At KidZania, kids are
inspired to pursue
their dreams by
exploring what it's
like to live and work
in a functioning kid-
centric city, writes
Aneeta Sundararaj

UR tour guide for KidZania
OKuala Lumpur at Curve NX
in Mutiara Damansara is none
_otherthan its mayor, Susanah Abdul
Rani. “This is an actual city,” says
the vivacious mother of two boys.

Starting at Governor's Office, the
46-year-old adds: “KidZania was
founded in Mexico City by Xavier
Lopez Ancona. He dreamt of creat-
ing a place where Kkids could have
fun while enjoying real-life experi-
ences. KidZania expanded globally
and ours is the ninth city among 15
other KidZanias in the world.

At KidZania, kids are inspired to
pursue their life’s dreams by explor-
ing what it’s liketo live and work in
a real kid-centric city. They're in
charge of choosing over 100 role-
playing activities from over 60
establishments. But what does this
mean?

Think of it this way: Most young

: the money, save and invest it or work
‘ towards getting more qualifications
is up to them. Similarly, when a kid
first enters KidZania,
he’s given a cheque
for kidZos (the

currency in

“ I{idZanija).
o Yotu have to He opens
ersta : an account
ont ignore bank, gets

his own

them and make an ATM card
assumpti and cashes
pthn IquUt the cheque.

a Ch”d. Thereafter,

he’s free to

choose what to

do with his time
and money.

What are the popular

choices amongthe children? Being a

pilot with AirAsia, model or fireman.

adults leave school and

venture into the world to pur-
sue their dreams. They are likely to
have some money in their pockets.
Whether they choose to use up all

Susanah adds: “Many also choose to
be a TNB technician, a courier or a
police officer. My 8-year-old son,
Adam, loves making sushi. It was his
first time and he enjoyed learning
something his mother didn’t know
howto do.”

We stop suddenly as a siren from
an ambulance is blaring. The driver
— an 8-year-old girl — is weaving in
and out of traffic ferrying the injured
to the KPJ Specialist Centre. When
the tour continues, we visit a new
facility in the city: A dental clinic.
Inside, a group of dentists are clean-
inga patient’s teeth and treatingcav-
ities. And precisely how old are these
dentists? Their average age is 7.

“Can you see their faces?” asks
Susanah. “You can see that they
know they’re the ones in charge,
now. They know they have to be gen-
tle and they are no longer scared.”

Next is a visit to the income tax

GET TO KNOW THE KIDZANIA RIGHTZKEEPERS!

KidZania Kuala Lumpur is home to five RightZKeepers who are “guardians™ of five rights that make up the Right to Be.

Urbano RightZKeeper for the Right to
Know, is 9 and sees the positive side
of things. He loves science, inventions,
experiments and action-packed
adventures and games. He can be
found skateboarding or riding his bike,
encouraging kids to stay energetic and
original.

Chika KidZania's

Beebop Urbano's best friend, is the 10-year-old

creative one. With a love of all genres
of music, writing his own poetry and
drawing comic books. Beebop guards
the Right to Create.

fashionista guards the Rightto Share.
She willingly shares her passion for
fashion, manga and the movies. She
believes that music and dance are
greattools of communication.

Vita Urbano’s younger sister, guards
the Rightto Care. A nature-lover, Vita
likes to take care of the environment,
plants and animals. She hopes that one
day the world will be free of poliution.
She inspires children to be happy and
thoughtful always.
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office. Indeed, a group of sombre tax
officers from Lembaga Hasil Dalam
Negeri will calculate the revenue the
State is owed and charge the citizens
of KidZania accordingly.

“My elder son, Lokman, 9, was a
tax collector and he learntthat col-
lecting tax is a way of giving back to
the people,” says Susanah. “He chose
to give the money collected to the
police. When I asked him why the
police, he said that if we don’t have
the police, then who’s going 1o pro-
tect us. When I asked him why he
didn’t allocate the money to some-
thing like schools, he thought about
it and nodded. ‘Maybe next time
around’.”

As for the right way to deal with
children, Susanah recounts a story
from her childhood. “When I was
in Standard 1, I had a wonderful
teacher. Her name was Cik2u Rok-
iah. My father was a strict

None of this matters if one doesnt
play. So it is that in KidZania Kuala
Lumpur, you'll find Bache, Vita and
Urbano’s pet dog. A fan of the movie,
101 Dalmations, he guards the Right
to Play.
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he taught us that when we heard
the call to prayer at Asar, we must
start to get ready for dinner. But at
4.30pm or so, I was still in school.
So, every day, at 4.30pm, I will start
crying. Cikgu Rokiah didn’t scold me
for this. Instead, she talked to my
parents. When my father explained
what it was, she was kind and told
me that I didn’t need to worry. This .
taught me that you have to under-
stand children. Don’t ignore them
and make an assumption about a
child. If you see a grumpy child, go
ahead and approach the child. Don’t
be scared. Reach out to them.”

Like the mayor of any large city,
Susanah has her own set of chal-
lenges. “Yes, we have potholes in our
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Life as a news paper journalist.

roads and we have to patch them up
fast. I have staff who are tardy and 1
have to motivate them to work. And
we have an environmental team —
not janitors — to maintain the clean-
liness of our public toilets.”

Most amusing is the story of a
disgruntled parent who rang man-
agement and asked, “What have
you done to my child?” Apparently,
the kid was very excited that he had

LIFE&TIMES FAMILY

conducted surgery.on a patient and
removed cancerous tumours. Now,
the child demanded that his par-
ent stop smoking because smoking
causes lung cancer.

The tour ends with a question
from one in our group: Does Kid-
Zania Kuala Lumpur have a scien-
tist with a time travel machine that
allows us adults to go back in time
and start again?
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For more information, log on to www.petrosains.com.my

Petrosains, The Discovery Centre®, Level 4, Suna KLCC, PETRONAS Twn Towers, 50088 Kuala Lumpur
Info / Booking Line: +603 233t 8181

IMAGINATION

HOL
PROJECT

WE have 150 KidZania tickets
to give away! Give your children
their very own holiday project,
Starting tomorrow, you will find
the KidZania RightZkeepers
characters in Life & Times. Get
your kids to collect thetm all and
exchange them for tickets to
KidZania,

MHere’s what you have o do;

« Qver the next five days (Dec 9
to 13), look out for the KidZania
RightZkeepers characters right
here in Life & Times,

« Collect two of each character.
Remember, that s two of each
charactel.

« Check that you have the total,
which shouid be 10,

+» OnJan 6, from 10am to 4pm,
come over to the Lobby at New
Straits Times, 31 Jalan Riong,
59100 Kuala Lumpur.

« Redeem your cut-outs {originals
only, ne photoc s} for child
tickets worth RM

« Use your tickets from Jan 7
to Feb 28 (excluding public
holidays),

Join us to find out how to make handheld fireballs, recreate the "black snake”
firework, experiment with hair gels and watch ordinary household chemicals
transform into extraordinary things like bouncing bubbles and liquid that glows!

Don't miss out on more fun discoveries at our cool Science Shows and Curiosity

Exclusive for all Petrosains members and ticket holders!

Participate in The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug contest and stand a
chance to win fabulous prizes and limited edition merchandise.* Contest
start from 26 November 2013 to 5 January 2014.

Learn more about the amazing world of chemistry at Petrosains today!

Closed on Mondays except during School Holidays and Public Holidays

@ PETROSAINS



