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Photographer
Shuhada Hasim
captures the inner
beauty in every
woman. Aneeta
Sundararaj hears
the stories behind
the portraits
|
OU look at a faded photograph
Yof your child, remember the
day you took the photo years d
ago, and smile. Then, someone leans
over your shoulder, looks at the photo
and says, “Oh, it’s a bit crooked. Why
didn’t you make sure the baby was in
the centre?” Disappointed, you put Shuhada Hasim
the picture away.
“If you know exact- their inner selves. They
ly what you want in a grow up not knowing
frame, you don’t have to THE Alliance who they are. Just when
listen to others because Francaise Kuala they want to express
what’s in a photo is Lumpur (AFKL) will themselves, the emo-
L very subjective,” says be presenting two tion is stopped.”
Shuhada Hasim, 36, a significant events Looking at some of
professional photog- in conjunction the photos she’s taken,
rapher. with International she adds: “To get that
With an upcom- Women's Day great photo, feeling |
ing exhibition at Alli- on March 8: A beautiful is a must. It’s
ance Francaise Kuala photography compulsory. If you don’t
Lumpur to celebrate exhibition by feel good, you won't have
International Women’s Shuhada Hasim titled the confidence and that
Day, this former audi- The Beautiful Truth inner motivation.”
tor says: “I've loved and a fashion show Shuhada then tells
cameras and taking by Balo Association. the stories behind four
photos since 1 was Datin Paduka Marina of the photos in the < ‘
young. Once I left the Mahathir, the guest exhibition. The first is
corporate world, I took of honour, will a photograph of two
up a course called officiate the opening Japanese women: A |
Executive Diploma of the International 93-year-old artist spe- |
in Creative Photogra- Women's Day. cialising in oil paints <
phy and Digital Imag- and her 15-year-old
ing. It was then that I What International granddaughter who’s a
became interested in Women's Day ballet dancer. Shuhada
portraits.” — Photography smiles when she says:
At the studio she set Exhibition and “You know, even at that
up, Neur Maya Photog- Fashion Show age, with people having
raphy in Wangsa Maju, Where Alliance to help her with every-  Breast cancer survivors.
Shuhada concentrates Francaise de Kuala thing, the grandmother
on portraits of people Lumpur had so much fun when treatment for breast cancer. So, when  burnt the photo? In a year, she lost  exhibition because of her story. She
she refers to as, “eve- 15, Lorong Gurney, her make-up was being  [took these photographs, Iwas trying  all the weight she gained. But, now, said that in Iran, if you have looks,
ryday people, doing KL done. She showed me tounderstand what she must be feel- when someone compliments her, it’s  people will deny you a job. I couldn’t
everyday things”. When March 8, that it doesn’t matter ing. One of them has had a mastec- not easy for her to accept the compli- understand it at first. Then she said,
She elaborates: 7.30 pm what your age isor what  tomy. And I think two are bald.” ment. Instead, she’ll think, No, 'm it’s like the dumb blond jokes. Peo-
“Mostly with expa- your health condition is. Taking a deep breath, Shuhada not pretty. I'm still that fat girl’.” ple think that if you’re beautiful, you
triates, the mother You can still enjoy your-  adds: “It’s like magic for them when Shaking her head, Shuhada adds: can’t be brainy as well. She’s been on
encourages the daughter. When Iask  self.” they see themselves. And that’s what ~ “She’s putting her potential down a roller coaster of emotions and it’s
the mother why, she’ll say, I try to When she photographed the Itry to capture. That moment when and it surprises me. But, it also affected her relationships. She was
encourage my daughter. She’sbeauti- granddaughter, Shuhada fulfilled they think and feel, ‘Look World, 'm  makes me think of a story an Afri- always seeking people’s approval.”
ful, but she doesn’t know it".” one of her own wishes: “I've always  still beautiful’.” can American once said to me: ‘If I As she thumbs through the list of
With tears in her eyes, Shuhada wanted to photograph a ballet danc- The third is a story that surprised talk to you, I look at your face. Not ~women she’s photographed for this |
adds: “I never had that. My mother er. This girl is conscious of how she ~ Shuhada. “This one is of my make- at how you look.” People, even men, exhibition, it’s obvious Shuhada is
never said those things to me. Isup-  looks. But, when you see her perform,  up artist. I've always thought she was  are interested in your mind. Those certain of her choice to specialise in
pose Westerners are more open with  there’s adifferent kind of energy. You  very pretty. Like Katy Perry. Still, who are interested in how you look  digital portraiture. She confirms this
their emotions. They have a differ- know she wants todance. From head-  she told me that she’s always been  are probably only interested in sex.”  when she says that more often than |
ent kind of relationship with their to-toe, she’s performing, she is con-  the kind of girl who never bothered The final photo Shuhada chooses  not, while people like to hear stories
children.” necting with herself.” about eating. Then, one day, when toshareisofanIranianwoman. “She’s  of others in their family, they have a ¢

She reaches into her bag to pull out
a pamphlet that showcases some of
the photos she’s taken before. “Many
of the people 1 photograph don’t see

The next photograph, of three
breast cancer survivors, is a sub-
ject that’s close to Shuhada’s heart.
“My mother is currently undergoing

she turned 15, she went for a cast-
ing and the photographer gave her
the photo he took. She saw that she
had ballooned. Can you believe she

my friend and she’s very voluptuous.
She had no problem with me photo-
graphing her and publishing it on my
blog. 1wanted to include her in this

problem remembering them.

“Portraits,” she concludes, “are
used to show the younger generation
how their ancestors looked.”




